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EXPLICATION 


OF THESE 


> In of GENESIS, 


Cr. I. ver. 26, 27. And God ſaid, Let us 
make Man, in our Image, after our Likeneſs. 
So God created Man in his own Image, in the 
Image of God created he him. 


The INTRODUCTION. 


8 A uſt Knowledge of the Divine Na- 
ture is, that which is moſt important 
for all Men, we apply'd to diſcover the 
Truth thereof, as far as our weak Lights 
could penetrate in an Object ſo immenſe, which by 
its own Greatneſs infinitely exceeds all that we 
can think or believe, of a Being, ſo highly lifted 
up above all our Imaginations. 

Nevertheleſs as in his infinite Goodneſs he hath 
been pleaſed to reveal himſelf unto us poor weak 
Mortals, we carefully ſhall ſeek in his ſacred Word, 
for the Lights he was willing to impart us, to 


which we ſhall add the moſt profound Reflections 


we are capable to make, to ſtrive, to give unto our 


Fellow Creatures, an Intelligence of the Nature of 


that infinitely perfect Being, as great as it is poſſi- 
ble for us to attain, by reaſon that of this ſublime 


A 2 Know- 
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Knowledge depends, not only our true Happineſs 
on the Earth; but that which is otherwiſe conſi- 
derable, the final Deciſion of our everlaſting Fate. 

All the Religions which on the Earth were eſta- 
bliſhed, with Emulation ſtrove, to give us ſome 
Knowledge of the Divine Nature, The Natural, 
the Jewiſh, and the Heathen Religion, conſtantly 
repreſented us the Deity as irritated againſt Men 
upon Account of their Sins, and believed, they 
were indiſpenſibly bound, to ſatisfy his Juſtice and 
aſſwage his Wrath, if they were willing to enjoy 
ſome Bleſſing. For that Purpoſe, the Natural and 
the Jewiſh Religion, offered continually the Blood 
of Beaſts, thinking that by the Acceptation of 
that Blood, the Sacrifice of thoſe Animals would be 
ſubſtituted in their Room. Some People, amongſt 
others the Carthaginians, offered unto their Gods 
their own Children's Blood, as unto them offering 
the moſt precious Things they had, to make their 
Deities propitious unto them. | 

Nevertheleſs both the one and the other, were 
all equally perſuaded of thoſe Sacrifices Inſufficiency, 
which was markt by the continual Repetition they 
made of them. All this naturally lead Men to 
feel, the abſolute Neceſſity of a Victime of an in- 
finite Value, which by one only Offering, might 
full and wholly ſatisfy to the avenging Juſtice of _ 
the ſupreme Lawgiver, which by that unto Man- 
kind procured a true Happineſs : But they were 
all incapable to find, much leſs to furniſh ſuch 
Victime, 

The Chriſtian Religion came, which abundantly 
ſupply'd their Incapacity, God the Father, the 
ſupreme Lawgiver, ſent his only begotten Son on 
our Earth, who came thither to eſtabliſh it. He 
by him was unto us given, and the Son willingly 


offered himſelf, to provide for all our great Wants. 
The 
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The Mahometan Religion followed the Chtiſtian, 
and dazzled its Followers, by the Idea of one only. 2 
Divine Perſon in the Godhead, which it does pro- 

feſs, by Diſtinction of all other Religions: But 
even by that it fell into very conſiderable Fail- 
ings. It is, that according to its Syſtem, unto it 
it is abſolutely impoſſible, to repreſent us God as 
the all- perfect Being: whoſe Attributes are all e- 
qually infinite, inſomuch that it ſets an everlaſting 
Oppoſition between his Juſtice and Mercy, and 
unto it it is abſolutely impoſſible to reconcile 
them. | = 
It ſets itſelf beneath the Heathen Philoſophers, 8 
which had ſome Ideas of the Trinity. As Plato, 
Orpheus, Mercury, Triſmegiſtus and others. The 
laſt Man in his Poemander thus expreſſes himſelf : 
God, ſays he, who alſo is the Underſtanding, Life 
and Light, Male and Female, begot a Son who is 
another Underſtanding, the Maſter of all Things, and 
with that Word, another which is the ignated God, 
or the Deity of the Spirit, The Mahometans being 
ſhort in Knowledge to the Heathen Philoſophers, 
conſequently are very improper to give us righe 
Inſtructions, to well know the Divine Nature. 7 
After God by his ſingle Word, had created | 
Heaven and Earth, and all the Beings they con- 
tain, worthily to end that great Work, he would 
crown. it, in making the Maſter Piece of his | 
Hands: but to compoſe it, he acted after a Man- 
ner quite different from that he had made uſe of |! 

to create all the other Beings; he had produced 

them all, in only ſaying, that they ſhould be. He 
laid, and in the ſame Inſtant they had their Being; 
he ſpoke, and the Thing appeared. 1 
But when God intended to create Man, Be 
formed him of ihe Duſt of the Ground, and breathed || 
ints ' i 


into his Noſtrils the Breatl mf Life ; and Man be- 
cam a living Soul. 

" Tris this wonderful gathering of Spirit and Mat- 
ter, and the marvellous Influence which is between 
the one and the other, that was the Maſter Piece 
of our Creator's Hands, and which finiſhed - the 

Work of the Creation. In the firſt five Days 
God created all the other Beings, he was created 
in the ſixth, and the ſeventh God ceaſed to create: 
he reſted of all his Works, and n the ſe- 
venth Day. 

Let us make Man in our Image, after our Like- 
neſs. So God created Man in his own Image, in the 
Image of God created he him. 

This Text offers us four very material Reflec- 
tions. In the firſt Place we ſhall conſider him who 
ſpeaks. Second, thoſe to whom he ſpeaks to, and 
whom he makes the Man's Creators jointly with 
him. Third, how Man was made in the Image 


| and Lilenef of the Perſons that created him. 


Fourth and laſt, by which reaſon, after having 
| given us to underſtand, that the Man was by many 
{ created, we to one only Creator are brought back, 
in ſaying. So God created Man in his own Image, in 
the Image of God created he him. 

As thoſe Matters are infinitely important for us, 
by reaſon they can ſerve to diſcover the Truth of 
the Divine Nature; that they give us a right 
Knowledge of our own Origin, and that more- 
over, they unto us open the Way to our eternal 
Happineſs. We moſt inſtantly beſeech our good 
God and Father, with all the Powers of our Soul, 
that in his infinite Goodneſs it may pleaſe him. * 
to inlighten our Underſtanding, which is covered 
with Darkneſs, to favour us ſo far, as to treat theſe 


high and ſublime Truths, in a Manner worthy of 
their 


5 

(7) 
their Importance, and that in us, it may not only 
produce our Inſtruction; but furthermore our per- 
fect Bliſs, both for Time and Eternity, in cauſing 
to ſhine with the brighteſt Splendour, the Great- 
neſs and Excellence of the God who ſo generouſly 
created us, to whom be all Honour and Glory, 
Power and Might, from now and for evermore. 
Amen. 

Him who-here ſpeaks, and who expreſſes him- 
ſelf. in three Plurals, to wit, Firſt, let us make 
Man, Second, in our Image, Third, after our 
Likeneſs, can be but God the Father, the Origin 
and Principle of all other Beings. It is proper to 
remark, that the two laſt Expreſſions are ſynoni- 
mous, and ſo it is not without a great Reaſon that 
they were made uſe of. The Hebraical Tongue 
uſes the Word huleak, to ſay I make, of the 
Word, hulalack, to expreſs the Term of let us 
make, which becomes to the Action of two Per- 
ſons; and alſo of the Word hemaluhak, which 
alſo means let us make: but which is ſaid at leaſt 
of three Perſons. And as this laſt Word is that 
of the ſacred Text, it marks us, that he who 
ſpeaks, directs the Word unto two others him- 
fel Who with him make up the three Plurals in 
which he ſpoke, and whom he aſſociates to = 
Creation of Man: For it is highly ridiculous, 
imagine as ſome have done, that he directs his 
Speech to the Angels, to whom it does not belong 
to be Creators, much leſs with the Deity to divide 
the Glory of having made his Maſter Piece. Beſides 
that their Number is innumerable, and that our 
Text marks only three Perſons. 

- Some. thought, that God ſpoke in the Plural, 
to expreſs himſelf after a more lofty Manner. But 


beſides, that the Thing is falſe; the Singular in 


many Occaſions being much more majeſtical than 
| the 
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the Plural; as for Example, when the Angel who 
ſpeaks unto Moſes out of the midſt of the burn- 
ing Buſh, tells him, I have ſurely ſeen the Af. 
" fliftion of my People which are in Egypt, & c. and 
am come down to deliver them, This is much 
more empharical, than if he had ſaid, Je have 
* furely ſeen the Afliftion of our People which are in 
Egypt, and we are come down to deliver them. 
Beſides this anſwers in no wiſe to the Idea of the 
three Plurals unto us offered by the Text, and 
which is confirmed beyond all Diſpute, by Ver. 22. 
of the 3d Chap. in which the ſacred Hiſtorian 
ſpeaks thus: And the Lord God ſaid, Behold, 
the Man is become as one of us, to know Good 


and Evil. Which would be a quite improper 


manner of Speaking, in the Suppoſition, that him 
who ſpeaks, had in his View no . beſides 
himſelf. 

Ic is then plain, that he who in this 00 
ſpeaks, is God the Father, who ſpeaks to the Son 
and the Hely Ghoſt, aſſociates them with him in 
the making of Man: and makes them his Creators 
jointly with him: But will ſome reply, does not 
this Definition of a Plurality of Perſons in the 
Godhead, offend the Ideas ſound Reaſon unto us 
dictates, which clearly teaches us, that there can 
be but one and only God, and as the divine Ef- 
ſence ought to be indiviſible and incommunicable, 
conſequently there can be but one only Perſon in 
the Divine Nature, conſtituting one only ſupreme 
God; from whom all other Beings draw their 
Exiſtence, and to whom they all of them are 
equally ſubordinated. 

We anſwer, that ſo it ſeems, when we do not 
rightly mind the Nature of Things : but chat when 
we ſtrictly conſider it, we ſoon feel the abſolute 
Neceſſity there is that it be otherwiſe. No Man 

that 
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that is ever ſo little gifted with the moſt plain 
Lights of natural Reaſon, will deny, that God muſt 
neceſſarily be the all- perfect Being, and that every 
Syſtem which offers Defects in the Deity, cannot 
be true. And that God may be free from Fail- 
ings: and that he be infinitely perfect, it was 
abſolutely neceſſary that all his divine Attributes 
partook to his.Nature, and were infinite as well 
as he: that they alſo be of a general Service, and 
be for ever in uſe, if then there was but one only 
Perſon in the Divine Nature, there would be a 
manifeſt Oppoſition, between his Juſtice and his 
Mercy. As the one and the other are perfectly 
infinite, alſo needed it that there were Subjects 
over. which they might eternally extend, to de- 
monſtrate their Infiniteneſs, which without them 
would not appear. That is the Reaſon for which 
God permitted the Fall of the rebellious Angels, 
and confirmed in Grace the ſpiritual heavenly 
Subſtances that were Faithful, and that he alſo 
ſuffered the Introduction of Sin on the Earth, and 
ſend the Redeemer in it, that in the one and in 
the other, his divine Attributes might plainly ap- 
pear infinite, in Time and in Eternity. | 

It 1s. viſible that Sin was introduced in the 
World, Scripture informs us that it 1s becauſe Man 
violated the Law of his Creator. And as by the 
Tranſgreſſion of the Law, he unto the Majelty of 
the ſupreme Lawgiver which had given it him, 
was to make an Attonement proportionable to his 
Greatneſs, to maintain the Infiniteneſs of his juſt 
Rights, conſequently the Satisfaction muſt be as 
infinite as the offended Object was. The Man 
that Atonement could make but in two Manners, 
the one 1n ſuffering everlaſting Torments, and the 
other in ſubſticuting a Victime of an infinite Value, 


which ſatisfy'd in his Stead. | 2 
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In the firſt Way of Satisfaction, the avenging 
Juſtice of the ſupreme Being, had in Reality wor- 
thily maintained all its infinite Rights: But the 
Infiniteneſs of his tender Mercy had not at all ap- 
peared : it had been intirely ſwallowed up by his 
angered Juſtice, which had given it no Room to 
manifeſt itſelf, and even by that, that it could 
not be made Uſe of, not only its Infiniteneſs had 
not been perceived: but it might have been 
brought into Queſtion with ſome Likelihood of 


: | Reaſon. 


And ſo ſome Defects had ſenſibly appeared in | 
the Deity, which the Idea of an infinitely perfect 


Being cannot abſolutely ſuſfer. It was then ne- 


ceſſary needful, for the full Manifeſtation of the 
Infiniteneſs of his divine Attributes, that the Man 


was capacitated to offer unto the offended Juſtice 


a Victime of an infinite Value, to ſatisfy it by 
that, and thereby to be reconciled with his Law- 
giver. 

But where to ſeek for ſuch a Victime, the Weak- 
neis and Inſufficiency of all created Beings, even 
that of the moſt excellent by their Fall was juſt 
plainly ſhewed, inſomuch, that there was not the 
ealt Shadow of Likelihood, to find it amongſt 
all Creatures. | 

To acquire ſuch an important Victime, it was 
then abſolutely neceſſary to ſeek for it in the Divine 


Nature, and in the ſame Time it was intirely 


needful, that this Victime of an infinite Value, 
was diſtinct from the ſupreme Lawgiver that had 
given the Law, that it might offer unto him a Sa- 
tisfaction proportionable to his own Greatneſs. 
And one only Perſon in the Godhead had never 
been able to furniſh us with ſuch Victime, conſe- 
quently there had been an everlaſting Oppoſition 
between his Juſtice and his Mercy, and ſo it had 

been 
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been utterly impoſſible that God might by the all- 
perfect Being. 

That God might be the infinite perfect Being, 
it was then neceſſary, that there were ſeveral Per- 
ſons in the Divine Nature, which the Holy Scripture 
calls Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt; that one of 
them, to wit the Son, was given us by the Father, 
that he became a Man, in our Stead, ſatisfy'd to 
his infinite Juſtice, and ſo reconciled together his 
Juſtice with his Mercy, which by that with the 
brighteſt Splendor of the divine Greatneſs appear- 
ed in the great Work of our Redemption, in ſhow- 
ing themſelves perfectly infinite. And ſo was the 
Man reconciled with his Creator ; God with him- 
ſelf; ail his divine Attributes the one with the 
other; and by that the ſupreme Lawgiver ſhewed 
himſelf as the all-perfe& Being. 

We juſt eſtabliſhed the Truth of the Divine 
Nature, and demonſtrated, that that which Scrip- 
ture gives us of a God in three Perſons, 1s the 
only one, that can repreſent us the Deity as the 
infinitely perfect Being, by reaſon it is the only 
one, that ſhows us his divine Attributes are infinite 
in every Reſpect, and will manifeſt themſelves in 
all their Infiniteneſs, both in Time and in all Eter— 
nity to come. His Juſtice, in the Puniſhment of 
the rebellious Angels, and in that of the Repro- 
bate; his Mercy, in the everlaſting Felicity of the 
heavenly ſpiritual Subſtances which kept their firſt 
State, and in the eternal Bliſs of the Men, who 
were made Partakers of the Merits of their generous 
Redeemer's moſt precious Death. At preſent we 
{ſhall apply to unfold, the Manner by which the 
Man was made in the Image and Likeneſs of the 
three Perſons of the moſt Holy Trinity, which our 
Text moſt expreſly marks, by theſe Words, Let us 


make Man in our Image, after our Likeneſs, 
| | 3 4 As 
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As the Deity is a Spirit moſt pure and moft 
ſimple; intirely diſengaged from Matter, conſe- 
quently we are not to ſeck for that Likeneſs in our 
Bodies, wherein it would be impoſſible for us to 
find it: But we muſt feek in that Part of ourſelves, 
which is a Breath of the Lord; a divine Emana- 
tion, which the ſacred Writer calls a living Soul. 
When we ſtrictly conſider it, we in it find that 
Likeneſs with the three Perſons of the moſt Holy 
Trinity. The ſacred Writers inform us, that God 
the Father is the Spring and Origin of the God- 
head; that the Son is begotten of the Father in all 
Eternity; and that alſo from all Eternity, the Holy 
Ghoſt proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
This is the Reaſon for which the Holy Scripture 
indifferently attributes, unto the three divine Per- 
ſons, Immenſity and Eternity. King Solomon, in 
the Prayer he directs unto God the Father for tlie 
Dedication of his Temple, 1 Kgs viii. 27. tells 
him, But will Ged indeed dwell on the Earth ? be- 
bold, the Heaven, and Heaven of Heavens cannot 
contain thee, how much leſs this Houſe that 1 have 
Builded. His uſual Title is that of Lox D, which 
in the Hebrew Tongue means the Eternal. 

Jeſus Chriſt alſo poſſeſſes Immenſity, and is 
equally called the Lox D. Zechariab the Prophet, 
Chap, ii. 10, 11, thus expreſſes himſelf: Sing and 
rejoyce O Daughter of Zion: for lo I come, and will 
awell in the midſt of thee, ſaith the Lox D. And 
many Nations ſhall be joyned to the Loxb in that 
Day, and fhall be my People: and I will dwell in 
the midſt of thee, and thow ſhalt knaw that the 
LorD of Hoſts hath ſent me unto thee. That Lok p, 
which is ſent by that other LoRD of Hoſts can be 
but God the Word. St. Paul, in his Epiſtle to 


the Coloſſians, Chap. i. 16, &c. tells us, that all 


Things were created by Jcius Chriſt, and for Jeſus 
Chrilt ; 
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Chriſt ; that he is before all Things; and that by - 
him all Things conſiſt, Jeſus Chriſt, in his Diſ- 
courſe with Nicodemus, John iii. 13. tells him, 
And no Man hath aſcended up to Heaven, but be 


that came down from Heaven, even the Son of Man 


which is in Heaven. In St. Maithew, Chap. xxvill. 
ver. 20. he ſays to his Diſciples, Lo I am with you 
away, even unto the End of the World. And Chap. 
Xviii. 20. For where two or three are gathered to- 
gether in my Name, there am I in the midſt of them. 
Jo be in Heaven and on Earth in the fame Time; 
to meet with his Diſciples unto the End of the 
World; to be every where preſent, whereſoever 
there are two or three gathered together in his 
Name; all this requires Immenſity, otherwiſe this 
15 utterly impoſſible. 

But if the Father and the Son are immenſe and 
eternal, the Holy Ghoſt alſo enjoys the ſame Pre- 
rogatives. St. Paul, in his Epiſtle to the Hebrews, 
Chap. ix. 14. tells us theſe Words: How much more 
fhall the Blood of Cbriſt, who through the eternal 
Spirit offered himſelf is God without Spot. The 
lame Apoſtle, in his 1ſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians, 
Chap. vi. 19. ſays unto us, bat know you not 
that your Body is the Temple of the Holy Ghoſt, & 
And Chap. iii. 16. he aſſures, that the Spirit of | 
Cod awelleth in us. David, in Pſalm cxxxix. 7. 
expreſſes _—_ in theſe Terms: Myither ſhall I 
go from thy Spirit? or whither ſhall I flee from thy 
Preſence ? If 1 aſcend up into Heaven, thou art 
there: If I make my Bed in Hell, bebold thou art 
there, &c. Immenſity and Eternity are then 
equally attributed to the three Divine Perſons of 
the moſt Holy Trinity. And as we cannot con- 
ceive, three Beings of a different Nature, abſo- 
lutely diſtinct the one from the other, and every 
one of them to be immenſe and eternal, in the 

Twinkling 
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Twinkling of an Eye, our Reaſon ſees the Impoſ- 

fibility of the Thing. It muſt then neceſſarily be, 

that there are not three Immenſe ; three Eternals ; 
but one only and ſame Immenſe; one only and 

ſame Eternal; which alſo is the conſtant Doctrine 

of the Holy Scripture, it does verily teach us the 

Plurality of Perſons; but it brings them back to 

| the Unity of the divine Eſſence. Deut. vi. 4. Hear 

O Iſrael, the LORD our God is one Lord. 

We thought proper to give ſome Ideas of 
the Original, before we ſpoke of the Image, which 
is the Soul of Man, becauſe this is very uſeful for 
us, to eſtabliſh that Likeneſs. When we maturely 
conſider it, we in it find, a very great Affinity to 
that divine Trinity of Perſons, who join'd together 
| to create it. „ 
Our Soul hath three Faculties, the Under- 
ſtanding, the Memory, and the Will. In the Mo- 
ment of its Exiſtence, the Underſtanding begets 
the Memory, and in the Inſtant of its Conception, 
the Underſtanding and the Memory produce the 


K — 


Will; they are equally neceſſary unto themſelves, 
and cannot do the one without the other. The 
| Underſtanding cannot do without the Memory, 
tit begets it neceſſarily, as a Cauſe by Neceſſity is 
bound to produce the Effect it contains: for an 
| Underſtanding without Memory would be of no 
| Uſe, and could not ſubſiſt, by Reaſon that loſing 
in the Inſtant of its Conception, the Remembrance 
of that it had conceived, it could make no uſe 
thereof. It is the Memory which is the Store- 
houſe of the Underſtanding to retain its Thoughts, 
and to uſe them in a proper Time. It is the 
ſame with the Will; it is it that determines the 
Motions of the Underſtanding and Memory ; it is 
by them produced, but they cannot do without 
it: For without it, tne Underſtanding and Me- 
N mory 


(15) 
mory would remain . immoveable and without 
Action, by reaſon it is the Will that cauſes them 
to act, which they cannot do without it. It is 
then true, that the three Faculties of our Soul, 
are equally neceſſary the one to the other. 

We muſt furthermore obſerve, that chan 
there is ſome Subordination amongſt them; that 
the Underſtanding is the firſt Mover, which be- 
gets the Memory; that the Underſtanding and 
the Memory produce the Will; nevertheleſs there 
is no Priority nor Poſteriority of Time amongſt 
them, they are all of the ſame Antiquity. The 
Underſtanding is not before the Memory it be⸗ 
gets; but it is in the ſame Time with it: neither 
do not the Underſtanding and the Memory exiſt 
before the Will which proceeds from them; but 
they exiſt all the three in the ſame Inſtant, and 

there is not the leaſt Priority or Poſteriority. 
All the three ſtand alſo in a perfect Equality, the 
Underſtanding is not greater than the Memory; 
neither are the Underſtanding and Memory greater 
than the Will: They all three poſſeſs a Kind of 
Immenſity. The Underſtanding frames itſelf Ideas 
of all Things tranſacted in Heaven, in Hell, in 
the deep Abyſſes of the Sea, and in the moſt deſart 
and moſt diſtant Parts of the Earth; the Memory 
retains thoſe Ideas, and the Will mere the Under- 
ſtanding to make them. 

They all three exiſt neceſſarily in reſpect the one 
to the other. It is not in the Power of the Un- 
derſtanding not to beget the Memory; alſo it is 
not in the Power of the Underſtanding and Me- 
mory not to produce the Will; by reaſon thoſe 
are Effects which neceſſarily muſt come out of 
their Cauſe, which unto it are of an abſolute Ne- 


ceſſity: For without them, the Cauſe itſelf cannot 
ſubſiſt. 
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ſubſiſt. We moreover muſt remark, that thoſe 


& . three excellent Faculties are not three various Spi- 


tits; but that they three altogether make up 


but the one and the ſame Spirit, Which we call 
the Soul. 


It is plain, that tue Image is not to teſetuble 
abſolutely and in all Things to the Original; was 
it ſo, the Image would be no more an Image; and 
would be an Original itſelf: But it is to have the 
greateſt Likeneſs to the Original, and this is that 
which makes it an Image. 

It might have been remark'd, his” an immenſe 
and eternal Being exiſts neceſſarily, and as Scri- 

ture attributes Immenſity and Eternity equally to 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, conſe- 
quently they all ought to exiſt by Neceſſity 1 in the 
Divine Nature, and be all independent, although 
there is a Subordination amongſt them, as there is 
in the Faculties of our Soul. The Father begets 
the Son, as the Underſtanding begets the Memory; 
not by an arbitrary Act of his good Pleaſure, ſo 
that it may be in his Diſpoſal to beget or to beget 
him not; but by Neceſſity of Nature, which cauſes 
it to produce that which is included; ſo that the 
Son is as neceſſary to the Father, as the Father is 
the Son. This is the Reaſon for which Solomon, 
in his Book of Proverbs, Chap. viii. 22, &c. in- 
troduces God the Word, under the Name of the 
ſupreme Wiſdom, faying, The Lon p poſſeſſed me 
in the Beginning of his Way, before his Works of 
old, c. when be gave to the Sea his Decree, that 
the Waters ſhould not paſs his Commandment, ben 
Hie appointed the Foundations of the Karth, Then 1 
was by him, as one brought up with him : and 1 
was daily his Delight, reoycing always before bim. 


Bur if the Father and the Son are equally neceſſary 
the 
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the one to the other, it is the ſame with the Holy 
Ghoſt, who unto us is repreſented under the Sym- 
bol of the Will. 

It is very true, that the Holy Ghoſt from all 
Eternity proceeds from the F 5 — and the Son, as 
the Will proceeds from the Underſtanding and 
Memory: But he is as neceſſary unto them, as 
they are neceſſary unto him. As the Will quickens 

the Underſtanding and Memory, which without it 
would be motioaſck, alſo is the Holy Ghoſt the 
Vivifier. I. is the Spirit that quickeneth, ſays Jeſus 
Chriſt, in St. John's Goſpel, Chap. vi. 63. inſo- 
much, that they all three are of a ſame Neceſlity 

the one to. the other. 

We ſee that the divine Original is very well 
repreſented by his Image. The Father as the firſt 
Mover mark'd by the Underſtanding begets the 
Son, as the Underſtanding begets the Memory. 
From the Father and the Son the Holy Ghoſt 
proceeds, as from the Underſtanding and Memory 
the Will proceeds, The Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghoſt poſſeſs all the three a real Immenſity 
and Eternity ; as the Underſtanding, the Memory 
and the Will exiſt in the ſame Inſtant of Time, 
and poſſeſs all the three a Kind or Likeneſs of Im- 

menſity. The Father, the Son and the Holy 
Ghoſt are not three Immenſe; three Eternals; al- 
though every one of them, taken by himſelf, is 
Immenſe and Eternal: As our three Faculties exiſt 
in the ſame Inſtant the one with the other, and are 
not three Kinds or Likeneſs of Immenſity; but 
amongſt them they form one only exiſting Thing: 
a Kind or Likeneſs of Immenſity which 1s the Soul. 
And ſo the three Divine Perſons make up amongſt 
themſelves but the one and ſame Divinity; the ſame 
as our three Faculties amongſt them, form but the 
one and ſame Spirit, 
C This 
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This is the Analogy which is between the Ori- 
ginal and the Image: But, as we have already 
ſaid, it is abſolutely neceſſary that there be ſome 
Diflimilitude between the Original and the Image, 
that the laſt may be what it is. Alſo do we find it 
in the preſent Subject. In our Soul, which is li- 
mited, its three Operations are enen But in 
the infinite Nature of the Deity, they are Perſons 
actually diſtinct amongſt themſelves, as the Facul- 
ties of our Soul are fo alſo, Every one of the 
three Perſons hath his different Economy. The 
Father ſends the Son; the Son ſends the Holy 
Ghoſt from the Father the Holy Ghoſt comes 
to ſpread his Gifts upon Men, and to ſeal them 
for the Day of their Redemption. And as the 
three Divine Perſons in their various Operations act 
diſtinctly and ſeparately, alſo do they act all toge- 
ther. In which they differ from the Faculties of 
our Soul, which always jointly act, and cannot part 
from each other. 

It is in conſidering the moſt Holy Trinity under 
this Idea, that we can reconcile Scripture with it 
ſelf, and find right Explications to ſeveral dark 
Texts which ſeem blaſpheming and contradictory, 
beſides that of a great Number of other Texts, 
which without this are inexplicable; as for Ex- 
ample theſe here: St. John's Goſpel, Chap. xiv. 
ver. 6, &c. I am the May, and the Truth, and the 
Life: no Man cometh to the Father but by me. 
1f ye had known me, ye ſbould have known my Fa- 
ther alſo: and from henceforth ye know him, and 
have ſeen him, Philip ſaid unto bim, Lord, ſhow 
us the Father, and it ſufficeth us, Feſus ſaid unto 
him, Have I been ſo long time with you, and yet 
haſt not known me, Philip? he that hath ſeen me 
hath ſeen my Father, and how ſayeſt thou, ſhew us 
the Father, Believeſt thou not that J am in the 
Father, 


ſ 
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| Father, and the Father in me? the Words that 
ſpeak unto you, I ſpeak not of my ſelf : but the 
Father that dwelleth in me he doeth the Works. Be- 
lieve me that I am in the Father, and the Father 
in me. Beſides ſeyeral others which we might 
quote. 

It is this ſame Idea, which repreſents us all God's 
Attributes as Infinite in every Reſpect: For had 
God freely forgiven Mens Sins, without an infinite 
Satisfaction, how had we been made ſenſible that 
his Juſtice was Infinite? And had he condemn'd 
all Men to eternal Torments, how had his Mercy 
been manifeſted on the Earth as Infinite ? It was 
then abſolutely neceſſary, that there were three 
Perſons in the Divine Nature ; that one of them, 
in taking our Fleſh unto himſelf, might by his 
Death make an infinite Atonement to the Majeſty 
of the ſupreme Lawgiver, which had been violated. 
That it was God himſelf who furniſhed us the 
Victim, that his Mercy on Earth with Splendor 
appeared. That thereby God, without wronging 
any of his divine Perfections, ſat the Man in a 
State of Grace, to make him happy eternally ; and 
that in the ſame Time, he puniſhed obſtinate Sin- 
ners by eternal Torments, in order to cauſe the 
Infiniteneſs of his Juſtice, as well as that of his 
Mercy, to glitter with ſhining Greatneſs through- 
out all Eternity. As this Doctrine makes us ſure 
of the Poſſibility of our eternal Salvation, its Truth 
1s of the utmoſt Moment for us. 

As the Doctrine of the moſt Holy Trinity is the 
diſtinctive Dogma of the Chriſtian Religion. All 
the New Teſtament is full thereof : it abounds 
with Texts which eſtabliſh it. When Jeſus Chriſt 
was baptized, Lo the Heavens were opened unto 
im, and he ſaw the Spirit of God deſcending like 
a Dove, and lighting upon him, And lo a Voice 

9 from 


<< 


( 20 ) 


_ "wh Heaven, ſaying, This is my beloved Son, in 
= : whom I am well pleaſed, Matt. iii. 16, 17. We 
find it in the Formulary of the Baptiſm, Chap. 
viii. 19. Go ye therefore and teach all Nations, 


baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. St. Paul clearly 
eſtabliſhes It in his 1ſt Epiſtle to the Cormhbians, 


Chap. xii, 4, &c. Now there are Diverſities of Gifts, 


but the ſame Spirit, And there are Differences of 
Adminiſtrations, but the ſame Lord. And there are 
Diverſities of Operations, but it is the ſame God, 


which worketh all in all. 


We muſt here make a very conſiderable Obſer- 
vation, which is, that if in the Time of the Old 
Teſtament, Jſaiah was in the right to ſay unto God, 
Veri thou art a God that hideft thy ſelf; we can 
no more ſay the ſame under the Cfconomy of the 


New. On the contrary we very juſtly may ſay, 


That very far that God be a God that hideft, he is 
a God that revealeth himſelf, It is properly in that 
Time that was fulfilled the renowned Prophecy of 
the ſame Prophet, Chap. Ixv. 1, &c. I am ſought 
of them that jaſked not fer me: I am found of them 
that ſought me not: I ſaid, Behold me, behold me, 
unto a Nation that was not called by my Name. 
The three Perſons of the moſt Holy Trinity, in 
it appeared with a bright ſparkling Glory. The 
Father cauſed his Voice to be heard on three ſe- 


veral Occaſions; in the Baptiſm of his Son, Matt. 4 


ii. 17. This is my beloved Son, in whem 1 am well 


- pleaſed. And in his Transfiguration, Chap. xvil. 5. 


This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleaſed ; 
hear ye him. And in the Goſpel according to St. 
John, Chap. xii. 28. Father glorifie thy Name. Then 


came there a Voice from Heaven, ſaying, 1 have both 


glorified it, and will glorify it again, Our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, although a God under Humiliation, 
therein 


therein nevertheleſs appears wick the Splends, 0 1 
the divine Majeſty. We in it ſee him commanding 
all Nature. The Devils obey his Voice; the Dead 

raiſe up again by his Orders, and all Kind of B 2 1 
ſtempers are healed at his Word ſpeaking; the 
Faithful worſhip him. St. Paul, in his Fpiſtle to 2 
the Romans, Chap. ix. 5. tells us, that He is over, i 
all, God bleſſed for ever, Amen. And in his 2d E. 1 
piſtle to the. Theſſalonians, Chap. ii. 16. he entitles 
him, of our Lord, and God even our Father, And 
in that to Titus, Chap. ii. 13. he calls him, be 
Great God and our Saviour Jeſus Christ. St. Peter, 
in his 2d Epiſtle, Chap. i. 1. gives him the Title 
of God and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. In the Apoca- 
lypſe> Chap. i. 8. he calls himſelf, he Lord wur 
Is, AND WHICH WAS, AND WHICH IS TO cou E, 
the Almighty. And in Chap. xv. 3, 4. he 1s called 
Lord God Almighty, King of Saints, only holy, before 
whom all Nations are to come to worſhip. St. Paul 
in his Epiſtle to the FZebrews, Chap. i. 3. tells us, 
that he upholdeth all Things by the Word of his 
Power. We ſhould never have done, were we 
willing to relate all the Facts which mark his Divine 
Nature. 

The Holy Ghoſt's Divinity is alſo therein very 
well expreſſed; this Divine Spirit interpoſes in 
Jeſus Chriſt's Conception. We find theſe Words 
in St. Luke, Chap. i. 35. And the. Angel anfwered 
and ſaid, The Holy Ghoſt ſhall come upon thee, and 
the Power of the Higheft ſhall overſhadow thee ; ; 
therefore alſo that holy T hing, which ſball be born of 
thee, ſhall be called the Son of God. This Divine 
Spirit, as a Dove, deſcends in his Baptiſm ; directs 
and conducts him during all the Courſe of his Mi- 
niſtry. After his Aſcenſion in Heaven, he ſeads 
his Holy Spirit on his Apoſtles, who unto them 
appeared, under the Emblem, of cloven Tongues as 


of 
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of "Fire, and gave them to ſpeak all —_ of 
Tongues, Acts ii. 3, Sc. And Chap. v. 3, Ge. 


St. Peter ſays to Ananias, why hath Pt filled 
| Zhine Heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, Thou haſt not 


lied unio Men, but unto God, St. Paul, in his 1ſt 


_ Epiſtle to the Corinthians, Chap. ii. 10. tells us 


theſe Words: For the Spirit ſearcheth all Things, 


| yea, the deep Things of God. It the Spirit ſearcheth 


all Things, yea, the deep Things of God, he then 
neceſſarily muſt be God himſelf; an infinite. and 
eternal Being: For there is no other but ſuch Be- 
ing, that can ſearch the deep Things of an infinite 
and eternal God. 

So God created Man in his oon Image, in the 
Image of God created be him. This is the fourth 
Part of our Text that remains for us to explain. 
All the Holy Scripture eſtabliſhes this Truth: We 
ſee the ſacred Writer, in Deut. vi. 4. expreſſes 
himſelf in theſe Terms: Hear, O Iſrael, the LORD 


our God is one Lox o. And Chap. xxxii. 39. God 
fays, Even 1 am be, and there is no God with me. 


Tſaiah, Chap. xliv. 8. 1s there a God beſides me? yea, 
there is no God, 1 know not any. And St. Paul, 


| x Cor. viii. 4. And that there is none other God but 


one, The Lord, in Matt. iv. 10. ſays to the 
Devil: For it is written, Thou fhalt worſhip the 
LorD thy God, and hiin only ſhalt thou ſerve. 
Nevertheleſs, although the Holy Scripture pre- 
ciſely eſtabliſhes the Unity of the Divine Eſſence, 
and that it openly declares, that there is only one 
God, notwithſtanding it clearly marks us the Dt- 
vinity of the three ſeveral Perſons which compole it, 
and by way of Eminence gives the Title of only 
to one of them, although it belongs to the others. 
God the Word, in giving the Law upon Mount 
Sinai, ſays, Exod. xx. 3. Thou ſhalt have no other God 


before me, which excludes neither the Father nor 
the 
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the Holy Ghoſt, becauſe they altogether make up 
but the one only and ſame God. That it is God 
the Word who gives the Law upon the holy - 
Mount, St. Szephen tells it us, As vii. 38. in theſe 
Terms: This is he that was in the Church in the 

Wilderneſs, with the Angel which ſpake to him in 
the Mount Sinai, and with our Fathers: who re- 
ceived the lively Oracles to give unto us. This is 

that which St. Paul confirms in his Epiſtle to the 
Epheſians, Chap. iv. 8, Sc. in attributing to Jeſus 
Chriſt the Prophecies of the 68th Pſalm, by theſe 
Words: WWherefore he ſaith, when he aſcended up 
on high, he led Captivity captive, and gave Gifts 


unto Men. Now that he aſcended, what is it but 


that he alſo deſcended firſt into the lower Parts of 
the Earth ? He that deſcended, is the ſame alſo that 
aſcended up far above all Heavens, that he might fill” 
all things, &c. Here are a Part of the Pſalmiſt's 
_ Expreſſions: O God when thou wenteſt forth before 
thy People; when thou didſt march through the Mil- 
derneſs. Selah. The Earth ſhook, the Heavens alſo 
dropped at the Preſence of God : even Sinai itſelf was 
moved, at the Preſence of God, the God of Iſrael, &c. 
Thou haſt aſcended on high, &c. 
If it be God the Word who gave the Law upon 
the Mount of Sinai, as it is plain by St. Stephen 
and by St. Paul, it muſt then neceſſarily be, that 
the Word, with his Father and the Holy Ghoſt, 
form but the one and the ſame God; was it not 
ſo, the Word alone would be God in this impor- 
tant Occaſion, and the Father and the Holy Ghoſt 
would be thereof excluded. Jſaiab, in the 48th 
Chapter of his divine Revelations, excellently well 
confirms this Truth. He therein introduces a Per- 
ſon, who there manifeſts himſelf with all the Great- 
neſs and Majeſty of the Almighty God. For mine 


own Sake, ſays that Perſon, For mine own Sake 
will 
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will. I do it; for how ſhould my Name be polluted; ? 


u I will not give my Glory unto another, Hearken 


unto me, O Jacob, and Iſrael my called, I am be, 
J am the firſt, I alſo am the laſt. Mine Hand 


| bath laid the Foundations of the Earth, and my right 


Hand hath ſpanned the Heavens: When I call unto © 
them they. ſtand up together, &c. Come ye near unto 
me, hear ye this, I have not ſpoken in ſecret, from 
the Time that it was, there am I: and now the 
Lok p Gop and his Spirit hath ſent me. 

This Manner of Speaking is abſolutely out of 
the common Uſe. In the Language of all Men we 
ſhould ſay, the Lord God and his Spirit have ſent 
me; and if we would expreſs ourſelves in the 
Singular, we ſhould ſpeak only of the Lord God, 
or elſe of his Spirit: we ſhould not join them to- 
gether, and ſhould take care not to match a Plu- 
rality of Subjects, to make our Termination in 
the ſingular Number, by reaſon this makes a faulty 
Manner of Speaking: But that which is defective, 
and againſt the Uſe in Men's Language, is glo- 
rious Truth, and ſublime Beauty in that of God. 


It is to mark us the Unity of the Divine Eſſence 


and Subſtance, that the Holy Ghoſt expreſſes him- 
ſelf in a Manner which is againſt all human Rules: 
but which is incomparably Ju in reſpect to the 


Divine. 


In the Apocalypſe, Chap. xi. 13. we find a like 
Manner of Speaking; there the great Voices which 


were in Heaven, or otherwiſe in the Chriſtian 
World, proceeding from the Paſtors of the Pro- 


teſtant Church, ſaid, The Kingdoms of this World 
are become the Kingdoms of our Lord, and of bis 


-Chrif, and he ſhall reign for ever and ever, We 
here ſee exactly the ſame Thing we ſaw in IJſaiab, 


we are told of two Perſons, of "the Lord God and | 


of his Chriſt, and they terminate them in the 


. Singular, 
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Singular, in ſaying, and he ſhall reign, &c. rnſtead, 
of ſaying, and they ſhall reign ; and this to mar 
us the Unity of the Divine Efſence : For in the 
Time that we are ſpoken of three different Perſons,, ? 
who act diſtinctly the one from the other, to wit 
the Lord God, his Chriſt, and his Holy Spirit. 
Nevertheleſs to make us apprehend, that amongſt 
them they conſtitute but one ſole and only God, 
they make uſe of the Singular, to expreſs ſeveral 
of thoſe Divine Perſons, who amongſt them form. 
but one only and ſame Deity, the fame as our 
three Faculties conſtitute but one only Soul. Np 

We clearly demonſtrated, that the Divine Na- 
ture was unto us manifeſted under the Form of 
three Perſons ; the Firſt called the Father, the Se- 
cond the Son, and the Third the Holy Ghoſt : 
But that although they are three diſtinct Perſons, 
acting ſeparately, as well as jointly, nevertheleſs 
855 are not three Gods; but one ſole and only 

od. 
It is proper to remark, we do not 91 that the 
three Perſons conſtitute but one and the ſame Per- 
ſon, which would be abſurd and ridiculous. We 
only ſay, that the three Perſons amongſt them- 
ſelves do form but one ſole and only Deity; which 
offends the Light of Reaſon no more, than when 
we ſay, that our three Faculties form altogether 
but the one and the ſame Soul. 

Although we could not reſolve the Objections 
which might be made againſt the Syſtem of the 
adorable Trinity, neverthelefs we would be bound 
diligently to examine the Reaſons which induce us 
to believe it. In the firſt Place we ſhould ſay to 
ourſelves, that as the Divine Nature is infinitely 
elevated above all our Conceptions, it ought to 
be incomprehenſible unto us: that if our Mind 
cannot comprehend | it, it is infinitely. rational that 

—_ 
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1 God ſhould know himſelf perfectly well. After 
WM Which, we ſhall carefully conſider, if it be true 


that God gave himſelf unto us under that Idea, 


| |. whereof any Man will be fully convinced, how 


little ſoever he reflects upon what we juſt ſaid. 


[| Afterwards being well ſatisfy' d, that God thus 


manifeſted himſelf unto us, he ſhall humbly ac- 
quieſce to his Declaration, eſpecially if he conſi- 
ders the great Uſe this Idea carries with it. It is 
this fame Idea which cauſes us to behold all God's 
Attributes as infinite in every Reſpect, his Juſtice - 
and Mercy abſolutely ſatisfied : All his divine Per- 
fections ſet in Uſe, and become of a general Ser- 
vice. God reconciled with himſelf; God with 
Men, and Men with God. Beſides if we con- 
ſider, that even in Nature, we are bound to be- 
lieve many Things we can in no wiſe apprehend; 
as for Example, the Union of our Soul with our 
Body, we are very ſure thereof: we feel the Thing 
but we are ignorant of the Manner. 

Even there are. viſible: and ſenſible Things, for 
which we can in no wiſe account, although they 
fall under our Senſes. Can we well know, how 
the Imagination of the Woman with Child ſtruck 
with Fear or Deſire, imprints upon her Child the 
Marks of her Frights, or that of her Longings. 
Tf then natural Things are above our Comprehen- 
lion, much more are we to be ignorant of the 
Manner of exiſting of the Supreme Being, by rea- 
ſon that being intirely out of our Reach, he is 
infinitely raiſed up above all our Conceptions. 

It is moſt evident, that there is but the Doctrine 
of the moſt Holy Trinity, which repreſents us God 
as the all- perfect Being; that it is it only that 
gives us juſt Ideas to know him ſuch as he is, as 
far as it is poſſible for us to comprehend him. 


That this Definition is ſo much the truer, that it 
| does 


does not come from Men, which for ſure can give | 
vs but very dim Lights upon a like Subject: But 1 


it comes to us from him, that ought to know 9 


himſelf perfectly well. 2 
All ike Religions which the Chriſtian preceded, 2 


were ſenſible of the Neceſſity, in which Men were, 
to find a Victim of an infinite Value, to fatisfy 
the eternal Juſtice of a God juſtly irritated ; they 


in the ſame Time knew, that it was impoſſible 


for them to find it : Bur God in his infinite Good- 
neſs 3 their Wants. To ſatisfy his inexora- 
ble Juſtice, he draws out of his Boſom his own 
Son; his only begotten; he veſts him with our 
Nature, that as our Pledge, he may ſuffer Death 
in our Stead; and as he is iſſued of the Father, 
begotten of the Divine Eſſence, his Dignity is Infi- 
nite: He is our God over all Things bleſſed for 
ever; and by his Sacrifice, he full and wholly ſa- 
tisfies, to all the infinite Rights of the ſupreme 
_ Lawgiver's Juſtice. Sin is atoned for; our Re- 
demption fully operated, his Offering is ſufficient, 
and needs no Reiteration, In this important Oc- 
caſion appear, with the moſt ſhining Splendor, all 
the Virtues of the all- perfect Being, if his Juſtice 
worthily maintains all the Rights of the great Mo- 

narch gf the Univerſe, his tender Mercy is therein 
exalted above all Heavens : For what 1s there more 
affecting and more generous, than to give us his 
Son: the dear Son of his affectionate Love; in 
whom he was well pleaſed, to put us in Poſſeſſion 
of the - heavenly Beatitude. If we conſider this 
with the Attention its Importance deſerves, we 
{ſhall find, that all God's Attributes glitter on the 
Croſs, with a Light incomparably more ſparkling, 
than they did in the Creation of the World: and 


that his divine Perfections, therein appear with 
much 
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. mote e Majeff than the did in the Forma- 
of this vaſt Unverſe DE., TE 
Mer our Hearts, our Souls, our "Thoughts, and 


by, 1 Things that are in us, be ſenſibly moved, at 
the immenſe and unſpeakable Goodneſs of our 
great God and Saviour; that penetrated with the 


bvelieſt Acknowledgment, we imploy our Life and 
all Things belonging to us, to his holy Service; 
to inſtruct ourſelves, and to inſtruct others, of his, 
ſublime Magnificency. Let us uſe all our Endea- 
vours, to advance his Glory, and the Power of his 
Chriſt; and let us cry out with a holy Joy : Unto 
him that loved us, and who cleanſeth us from 
our Sins by his Blood, To God only wiſe, be all 
Honour and Glory, Power and Dominion, from 
now and for evermore. Amen. | 


